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Calgary Chapter Luncheon Meeting: 2012 SME Series

The Perils of Disclosure:
Invention Disclosure and Patent Grace Periods 

Roseann Caldwell, Patent Agent, Bennett Jones

In many jurisdictions, the right to obtain a patent for an invention will be lost if the invention is disclosed 
publicly before the patent filing date.  Innovators and inventors in Alberta – whether in the oil-and-gas 
industry or not – have to grapple with the issue of prior disclosure and confidentiality if they hope to 
obtain a patent. 

What kind of disclosure is permitted, and what will be fatal to an invention’s patentability? Recent 
decisions in Canada, and developments in U.S. law, shed light on this critical issue.

What do inventors, licensing professionals, counsel, advisors, SMEs and oil-and-gas companies need to 
know about patent disclosure? The LES luncheon session will address the following topics:

 What exactly is a public disclosure of an invention?
 What about disclosure for regulatory purposes (for example, to the ERCB)?
 What about technology that is being field tested?
 Grace periods in Canada and the U.S.
 Upcoming changes to U.S. grace periods
 Grace periods in other jurisdictions

Roseann Caldwell is a Patent Agent with Bennett Jones, who practices before the Canadian and the United States 
Patent Offices and the World Intellectual Property Office. Her areas of expertise include mechanical, chemical and 
biochemical technologies with special interest in the energy and oil and gas industries.  Roseann has been 
recognized in the IAM Patent 1000: The World's Leading Patent Practitioners, as a leading patent professional in the 
category of prosecution. She regularly speaks and publishes on intellectual property matters. Roseann is currently 
serving as the Vice-President for IPIC, the Intellectual Property Institute of Canada.

Date: Wednesday, September 26, 2012

Time: 12:00 noon (informal lunch, 40 minute presentation followed by questions)

Location: Field Law 
400  The Lougheed Building
604 – 1st Street SW, Calgary
Main: 403-260-8500

Registration: 
Members: Free
Non-Members: $10.00
Please Pre- Register by September 21, 2012
Via Email to VKiselyova@fieldlaw.com or Fax 403-264-7084


